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Present

· Francois Seidenbinder and Sophie Kalbfuss - France

· Juan Simoes- Spain

· Joaquim Gaspar - Portugal

· Christiane Douillot  and Mark Voltenauer - Switzerland

· Stefano Tomarelli  Angelo Iuppa  Dino Curcuruto– Italy

· Nick Bibiris – Greece

· Tom Cusens Jean Paul Misfud - Malta

· Alessandro Indovina – Secretary 

· Phil Denison – YMCA of the USA

Apologies

· Samy A. Nashed - Egypt

Agenda proposed

1.  Welcome and apologies;

2.  Approval of the Geneva’s Report;

3.  Meda Project;

4.  Any other matter arising;

The official meeting started Saturday  15 May at 16.30 at the Le Rocheton YMCA which kindly 

hosted the event. Alessandro Indovina, the Secretary, welcomed all the participants and opened the meeting. Alessandro informed that the invitation letter was sent also to the YMCAs of Egypt, Lebanon, Yugoslavia, East Jerusalem and International Jerusalem.

Stefano Tomarelli read the apologies received and the correspondence with the YMCA of Egypt.

Alessandro Indovina read to the participants the Geneva’s Report that was than approved.

In opening the 3rd point of the agenda, Meda Project, Alessandro asked Sophie to inform the participants about the status of the project “A Way for Peace”; project to be financed under the MEDA Project of the European Commission.

Sophie said that the Meda project of the E.C. is a financial source which mainly deals with large projects and therefore che was checking the possibility to submit the proposal under another European Program. This would probably be “Youth for Europe – Action D – Seminars” which is a more appropriate funding source for our project. This would mean to change the structure of the proposal in a form of several seminars with specific topics.

The group agreed on Sophie’s proposal. At this point the group was asked to identify the Countries where to keep the seminars. After discussione it was agreed to structure the project in  

3 seminars for 30 young people and to keep them in Italy, Greece and Israel which have a significant relation with the context of the project. Each of these Countries should than send to Sophie, at the YMCA France, the following information:

· Budget of the stay (food and accommodation) including local transportation;

· Budget for visits to Monuments;

· Budget for necessary meeting rooms if necessary;

· Compile Card to Act to be sent by Sophie.

The YMCA France would than present the final version of the project. 

Attached to the present report is the last version sent.

At this point Alessandro asked to Nick Bibiris to inform the group about the role of the Greek YMCA Movement. Nick said that the YMCA Greece regrets about what happened which was probably due to misunderstandings from both sides and, at present, there is the will to forget the past and look at the future. He stated, anyway, that for now the YMCA Greece will participate to the meetings of the group and decide, time by time, to participate at its programmes.

All the participants thanked Nick Bibiris for his input and asked him to bring the greetings to the YMCA Greece. It was also said to Nick that the YMCA Greece should also identify one person to be the representative of their YMCA in the Mediterranean YMCAs Group in order to have a continuity of information and participation which helps the work to go on.

It was than  unanimously  decided to maintain the YMCA Greece as an observer. 

Alessandro gave the word to Tom Cusens who said that he did not receive the contribution from the different movements (accept from Italy) for the expenses sustained by Jean Paul Misfud for the participation to the EAY Executive Committee Meeting. Alessandro remembered the commitment of each Movement for this support and asked that the sum of 143 USD should be quickly sent to Tom Cusens.

Alessandro took the occasion of the presence, at the meeting, of the EAY Assessors afferent to 
the Mediterranean YMCAs, to invite them again  to report on their activity in the Executive

Committee and to try to support the programmes of the Med YMCAs in the EAY activity. 
Finally Alessandro informed the participants about the invitation received from YMCA Egypt to host the next meeting. The representatives of the YMCA of Portugal and Greece said that they would also have the pleasure to host the meeting.

The group, after discussion, decided to keep the next meeting in Egypt in order to facilitate the participation of the YMCAs of the Middle East also. The date of the meeting will be communicated to the movement by the end of October.

Having discussed all the points of the agenda, the Secretary, on behalf of all the group, officially thanked the YMCA France with special regard to Francois Seibinder for the excellent hospitality and the wonderful organisation of the whole EAY General Assembly.

The group before leaving expressed its appreciation for the participation of Phil Denison of the YMCA of the USA to the meeting.

“Les religions ont contribué à la paix dans le monde mais ont aussi engendré la division, la haine et la guerre(…)“. “La religion n’est pas le seul remède à tous les maux de l’humanité, mais a un rôle indispensable à jouer à cette période.“

Déclaration de Barcelone

Déc. 1994


The Barcelona Declaration (1993-1994) proposes to open a dialogue between the different religions about the question of the contribution of religions in the culture of peace. On that account, a second declaration is adopted on “the rule of religion for promoting the culture of peace“.
Many programs of the European Commission take inspiration from these two declarations and specially the Youth programs.

In that way, the program, youth for Europe action D (for young people or youth workers and leaders…) promotes Youth exchanges and establishment of networks and partnerships between participating countries and eligible countries (European and Mediterranean countries).

Often, religious and political clashes are dependent. So, we can tell us a question about relations between democracy and religions. And often we can establish that people scoff peace, tolerance and freedom.

As associative movement for young people, present in many countries, we have to promote the ideas of tolerance, freedom and peace, which are values of democracy and religions. It’s our duty.

As oecumenical movement, we have many religious access (approach), spring of great and interesting exchanges. We have the possibility to have a common reflection on this subject and to organise futures exchanges of young people, which could be a model (example) of tolerance between religions and nations. But this possibility (and potential) is not exploited because the network is not constituted.

That way, we would like to encourage the creation and develop our Mediterranean network. In that way, we want to organise cycle of three seminars on democracy and religion. These seminars invite leader, youth animators, and Youth workers, political and religious responsible to have exchanges of view and opinions about religions and democracy. The main objective is to organised futures exchanges of young people in order to promote the culture of peace


Main objective


Open a dialogue and encourage the meeting between responsible of association for youth and animators for exchanging and sharing ideas and opinions on:

( Democracy and religions bring the same ideals of peace, tolerance and freedom.

Secondary objectives

( Discover our political and religious diversity

If we want establish a debate about the question of religion and democracy, each of us need to understand the political and religious context of his partners. By exchanging and respecting another’s values, we can create an efficacious co-operation.

(Exchange point of view on the values of democracy and religions

Have a common reflection (association, religious and political responsible) about religions and democracy, understand how we conciliate its in our society.

(Open new horizon for a work with youth


Organise exchanges of young people from UCJG-YMCA on the subject of tolerance, peace, freedom and democracy.



Seminary of 5 days, 35-50 persons, from 4 Participating countries and 4 partners’ countries: responsible of associations, youth workers and animators.


3 seminaries of 5 days during 1and ½ year

· Greece: during Antiquity, first democracy (what kind of democracy?)

· Roma and the Vatican, an example of a religious state.

· Jerusalem, two religious communities Jewish and Muslims

Each seminary present a interest with regard to the subject of democracy and religion

This seminary invites partners in different situations. On the local examples and the intervention of the           ,

each would be explain and share his experiences.

During each seminary:

· Meeting with a political responsible

· Meeting with a religious responsible

· Visit of a symbolic place

· Intervention around a theme (CF. board).

Effect multiplication

Book or pedagogical exposition, which could be used by animators in order to prepare futures youth meetings.


Country or town
RELIGION

SYMBOLIC PLACE
                 CULTURE OF PEACE
SUBJECTS


Official Religion
Religious Repartition



Religion
Democracy and Human rights










 ITALY

LE VATICAN
1985:séparation between Church and State 
Catholic Majority
Vatican’s city
Illustration of a religious state

Religion and politic : theocracy 




Chapel Sixteen


Is secularity a factor of peace in a state or not?







What are the values of religions and democracies?

















GRECE
Orthodox Greek Church
orthodox Majority
Athena

Example of the first democratic city
Are there legal texts, which institutionalise Freedoms and Rights?







Bases of democracy







Rights and Freedom.

















ISRAEL/ TERRITOIRES PALESTINIENS

Jewish and Muslims.
Jerusalem: cradle of Judaism and Christianity

And presence 

Presence of Islam, 
Jewish and Muslims

Live with others communities.

Religious wars, a threat for Democracy?



















CARD TO ACT








(ABOUT PLACES





	Name of the country: 








	Town: 








	Duration: 








(ABOUT THE THEMES








	Themes developed during the stay:  














	Speakers: 




















(SYMBOLIC ACTIONS





	Visit of monuments: 

















	Meeting with religious, political responsible, young, local units:


	























Other:











THEMATIQUE DU SEMINAIRE





THE PROJECT





THE PARTICIPANTS








OBJECTIVES OF THE CYCLE OF SEMINARS





MEDITERRANEAN SEMINARY


DEMOCRACY AND RELIGION
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Mediterranean  YMCAs  Secretariat:
YMCAMED – Viale Marco Polo ,41 – 95126 Catania - Italy
France –    Italy   - Malta

Tel. ++ 39 095 333919 – Fax ++ 39 095 3308

Portugal  - Spain - Switzerland

Email: ymcamed@iol.it - http://users.iol.it/indovina

